
 

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

INTEGRATED WASTE MANAGEMENT LOCAL TASK FORCE 

March 2, 2023, 3:00 – 4:18 pm  

County Board Chambers 

701 Ocean Street, 5th Floor 

Santa Cruz CA 95060 

 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Voting Members Present: Justin Cummings (County), Felipe Hernandez (County), Jacob Guth (County 

alt), Bob Nelson (SC), Scott Newsome (SC), Allan Timms (SV), Will Smith (Wat), Tami Stolzenthaler (Wat 

alt) 

Alternates Present: Leslie O’Malley (SC alt), Chris Lamm (SV alt.) 

Absent: Jessica Kahn (Cap), Eduardo Montesino (Wat), Rene Golder (SC alt), Danielle Green (Wat alt), 

Alexander Pedersen (Cap alt) 

Task Force Staff: Kasey Kolassa (County), Beau Hawksford (County), Darcy Pruitt (County) 

Agency Staff: Christine Horvat (County), Mary Ann LoBalbo (County), Ramon Gomez (County), Celeste 

Gutierrez (County). 

Guests: Sally-Christine Rodgers (Trash Talkers), Jeffrey Smedberg (Master Composter).  

 

1) Welcome and Introductions 

• Each voting member/alternate provided a brief introduction, including name, affiliation, 

length of public service, and prior service on the Task Force. 
 

2) Election of Officers  

• Justin Cummings, Task Force Chair for 2023-2024 session. 

o Nominated by Hernandez, 2nd by Nelson  

o Voice vote resulted in Cummings unanimous election as chair. 

• Felipe Hernandez, Task Force Vice-Chair for 2023-2024 session. 

o Nominated by Cummings, 2nd by Nelson  

o Voice vote resulted in Hernandez unanimous election as vice-chair.  
 

3) Task Force Introductory Presentation (Summary of Task Force background and mandate) 

• Staff presentation summarized Task Force role in regional collaboration to meet State waste 

diversion mandates.  

o Presentation outlined oversight and update schedule for Countywide Integrated Waste 

Management Plan.  

o Presentation also provided succinct summary of State law solid waste diversion 

requirements 

o Presentation slides attached (see Attachment A).  

• Task Force members discussed current challenges in reaching waste reduction and diversion 

goals, especially as it relates to organics.  

o Challenges discussed include: 

▪ difficulty in changing waste disposal behaviors in the population,  

▪ changes in waste diversion accounting make achieving goals more difficult,  

▪ various smell, vector, and contamination issues related to food waste. 

o Questions raised about SB 1383 Food Waste implementation in different 

jurisdictions. 



 

▪ Food only in separate bin in Santa Cruz City 

▪ Food waste mixed with yard waste in other jurisdictions. 

o Questions about compostable bags (Rodgers) 

▪ Bags, including compostable bags not allowed because they don’t decompose 

on the same timeframe as organic waste. 

▪ Concerns about contaminating the organic waste stream.  

• Encouraged Task Force to provide feedback to CalRecycle on compost issues (Smedberg) 
 

4) Oral communications from the public 

Sally-Christine Rodgers introduced Trash Talkers goals to engage the community in making Santa 

Cruz County the cleanest county in the nation. Goals include to educate and engage people to reduce 

illegal dumping and clean up of encampments and roadside litter. Trash Talkers have developed a 

website and logo in English and Spanish to engage the public in cleanup activities.  
 

5) Oral communications from Task Force members/alternates 

Felipe Hernandez:  

• Thanked Sally-Christine Rodgers for Trash Talkers presentation and her work in 

coordinating an effective countywide waste removal program.  

• Asks for tour of local and regional waste disposal infrastructure to better understand 

countywide waste management issues. 

Bob Nelson:  

• Announced City’s acquisition of an all-electric trash collection truck and the City’s plans to 

expand its fleet of electric vehicles. Truck was on order for 2 years before delivery. 

Tami Stolzenthaler: 

• Announced compost give away to the Watsonville community that illustrates the renewable 

waste cycle from composting food scraps/yard waste into soil amendments.  

• Announced Watsonville’s pending acquisition of its first all-electric trash collection truck 
 

6) Approval of minutes from meeting of December 1, 2022 

• Nelson moved approval on the December 2022 Task Force minutes. Smith seconded. 

• Voice vote resulted approval of the minutes by 3 voting members. Vote included 5 

abstentions by new members not present at the December meeting.   
 

7) In Person Meetings – End of Covid State of Emergency, Summary of Brown Act Meeting 

Requirements 

• Task Force discussion and questions about in person and hybrid meeting options. 

o Task Force expressed an interest in continuing to offer hybrid option for public 

participation purposes and to allow alternates to keep up with meetings when their 

attendance is not required for quorum. 

• Newsome moved to provide a hybrid meeting option, Timms seconded.  

o Voice vote resulted in unanimous approval to provide hybrid meeting option. 
 

8) Meeting Protocols - Discussion and Location Selection. (Previous meeting locations have included: 

Watsonville Council Chambers, Capitola Council Chambers, Santa Cruz Civic Auditorium Meeting 

Room, Santa Cruz County Board Chambers.) 

• Smith moved to hold June meeting at Watsonville Council Chambers, Timms seconded. 

o Voice vote resulted in unanimous approval to hold June meeting in Watsonville. 

 



 

9) 5-Year Plan Update – Next submission due March 2024 

• Timms requested staff prepare a presentation and schedule for CIWMP (Plan) update.  

o Include staff and task force responsibilities. 
 

10) Compliance Discussion and Update –  

• Task Force thanked staff for the prior presentation that included a summary of waste 

diversion mandates. 

• Vice-Chair Hernandez requested a summary of current State laws that guide Task Force 

work.  
 

11) Zolly v. City of Oakland  

• County Counsel recommended Task Force members seek advice from their city 

attorneys. 

• Nelson provided a brief summary of the facts related to the Zolly outcome. 

• Staff agreed to provide a link to an independent case summary to assist Task Force 

members in raising the issue with their home jurisdiction.  
o Zolly v. City of Oakland Requires Reexamination of Local Franchise Fees | Rural Counties 

(rcrcnet.org) 

 

12) Legislative Update 

• Staff provided a summary of bills recently introduced by State legislators that are 

relevant to solid waste management and recycling. 

• Staff summarized 10 bills to watch including:  

o Producer responsibility legislation 

o Solar panel recycling legislation 

o Health protection zone legislation that could prevent the expansion of existing 

solid waste facilities in the County. 

▪ Task Force Chair Cummings asked for staff to follow this bill.  
 

13) Call for June 1st Agenda Items 

• Prepare legislation follow-up for distribution/discussion. 

• Prepare presentation and schedule for CIWMP (Plan) update.  

o Include staff and task force responsibilities. 

• Summarize waste resources within the county. 

o Provide capacity information for each county jurisdiction. 

• Plan waste management facility tour 

 

14) Adjourn – Meeting adjourned at 4:18 pm  
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Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan 

Four Elements 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 


